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HISTORY ABOUT THE KUMEU SHOW
In 1921 A group of local farmers were aware that Warkworth and Helensville held annual
shows and thought “Why couldn’t Kumeu do the same?” One man was Mr Kinloch (family
links to Deacon and Annandale Roads), who owned the land where Western ITM now stands
on the main road in Kumeu. Next door was Buckland’s Saleyards (shortly to become ZEnergy) and the two land owners offered to lend their properties to hold the first Kumeu
Show. It was by far the biggest event the Kumeu District had ever held. A meeting of an
enthusiastic group of 30 elected Richard Kinloch the first president and honorary
veterinarian of the Kumeu Agricultural & Horticultural Show Society. Steve Hanham was the
first secretary. The new society’s horticultural designation was reputedly the first amongst
agricultural societies and showed how important fruit-growing had become in the district in
just five years.

The first Kumeu Agricultural & Horticultural Show was held on Saturday, 19th March
1921 in Kinloch’s paddock and the Buckland’s yards. All the local people were there,
travelling by horse and wagon, buggy and cart, or by foot. Tents were erected along the
macrocarpa fence lines to house the sideshows and competition displays. The railway meant
people could easily visit from all points north and south of the Kaipara line. Maori attended
from Reweti and further north. Everyone dressed in their best clothes, men in suits, women in
their hats and coats. Popular songs of the day could be heard from the 25-piece band hired
to play in the background throughout the day. children were thrilled by the occasion and
Some of the boys had the job of selling Show catalogues at the gates, receiving one penny
for each one sold. Hot water, heated in a copper, was free and could be collected in teapots.
For those who had not brought their lunch, the ladies committee provided morning tea, lunch
and afternoon tea throughout the day.

In the Evening, The Show Dance, undoubtedly the biggest dance event of the year, was
held in the Kumeu hall, decorated with fern and nikau branches. Along with the halls, the
schools and the churches, the Agricultural & Horticultural Show Society quickly became one
of the district’s primary institutions. Committee members provided for deeper social contact
than was usually possible during most farmers’ and orchardist’ long and often isolated
working day. One of the benefits of being a dairy farmer, however, was that it was possible to
leave the farm between milkings, and so working bees and voluntary work were often done
between 10am and 3pm. The Show Society depended entirely on the voluntary efforts of its
members, and this meant an inordinate amount of work just before the Show itself. Kinloch’s
paddock had to be mowed and cleared of gorse, tents erected and the stewards had to
prepare everything for their particular class of competition. The biggest job was probably
preparing for the wood-chopping contest. The first requirement was for someone to volunteer
trees from their property. These were felled and cut into lengths with axes. The blocks were
then measured, loaded, and delivered to the showground. IF six trees were being used, it
might take the volunteer a week to do the work.

1927 – Tea room Buckland lent £100 FOR the society to build a tea room to provide food for
sale yard patrons, cattle drovers and auctioneers etc. “The Show Society ladies’ committee
continued running the tearoom twice a week but it soon became a burden rather than the
social day it always had been. The generation of women who had done the work for so long
were also becoming older and, as many left the district or were unable to continue helping, it
became harder to get volunteers to run the tearooms. the Rodney County Council health

inspectors assessed the tearooms as insanitary and needing to be upgraded. During 1979,
the tearoom work was taken over by a younger generation of women at the Plunket Society.
The Show Society charged $500 a year rental and Plunket took over responsibility for
building maintenance. Through the tearooms, the women of the Show Society had earned it's
second largest source of income apart from the Show day gate takings. During the 1990s,
the expanding Kumeu-Huapai commercial and industrial centre led to the sale yards being
relocated to a more rural area just north of Westgate. In spite of this move, it is still known as
the Kumeu sale.

1930 – Depression times A meeting was called to discuss if the show was to continue. The
voting was 6 to continue and 6 to not, with the Chairman’s vote adding to the “continues”.

1931 – Still Depression times ANOTHER meeting for the same purpose – this year 9 voted
to continue and 6 not. Progress!

1932 – THEFT an office holder absconded with the gate takings. There was no prize money
available that year.

1942 – SHOW CANCELLED Following the shock of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour it
was decided to cancel the show THAT year. IT was re-instigated the following year but
rationing meant that the 1942 programme had to be overprinted and rewritten to save paper!

1946 – victory show all returned servicemen and wives were invited to the show and dance
free of charge.

1948 – 42-acre farm purchased in Kumeu from Jim Attwood raising money from
members at £5 debentures over 10 years. The show’s secretary Bill Paterson rented the
Attwood house and started planning the ground alterations.

1949 – show held in Kinloch’s Paddock and Buckland Saleyard Huapai had A hotel,
grocery store and small butchers selling meat from Brighams Creek and Helensville. Kumeu
had a hall, post office, one store, one garage and railway station. 21.7 miles to Auckland via
Henderson and New Lynn – no motorway. imagine how the show organisers felt at the sight
of the “Show Special” train arriving at Kumeu station, disgorging several hundred passengers
at the show’s railway gates, returning several hours later from Helensville to return them to
Swanson and Auckland.

1950 – FIRST SHOW IN ACCESS ROAD members dismantled the show building and
transferred it to the show’s own land in Access Road for the March show.

1951 – Pearson Farm PURCHASED the adjacent Farm of 60 acres was purchased, again
using debentures, but of £525 and £50 at 4.50% with a maturing date 1962 – 10 years.
debentures from members were repaid in 1958 and 1962. The Pearson’s existing
sharemilker was engaged to farm the property.

1952 – Horse Arena and track earthworks done.

1962 – 20 acres SOLD to the Forestry Research orchard debenture repayment stretched
the show’s finances and it was decided to sell LAND to make the showgrounds debt free.
Derry remembers his Father “rolling over” his debentures to help the research. Derry
understand the showgrounds has a first option if the research 20 acres ever becomes
available. Until about 1965 the “show dance” WAS STILL the top event of the social year.
Prize giving was included and young lads collecting empty beer bottles the day after, at one
penny each, did well – I know – I was one of them! I spoke to a lady recently whose father
used to M.C. the dances about 1950, and she can remember the annual show was such an
event that her mother made her a new dress for each show day.

1981 – 1 acre of LAND SOLD to the Rodney District Council for the building of a district
wide community centre. This was the last time the showgrounds sold any land, and have
taken measures to secure the property for showground type usage.

An Act of Parliament – “The Show itself continued to grow. Its membership grew each year,
and being just a comfortable drive from town, it attracted MAny Aucklanders, who were
intrigued to visit a ‘real’ country show for an hour or so. Other shows like Helensville and
Warkworth, while still successful, remained relatively small. Right up until the mid-1990s, the
society was still run largely by men who had joined alongside their fathers during the 1930s
and 1940s. Robert Sinton was president from 1961 to 1977, and Bill Smith followed as
president for the next 19 years.

1986 – RE ZONING the society faced a substantial threat to it's ability to earn income from
the property when a Rodney County District Scheme review removed the ‘Identification’ of
the land as a showground and placed it in the general rural zone. While the society was able
to continue using the property as farm and showground, other events such as festivals,
carnivals and markets were limited to just three days per year. the new zoning would stop
land DEVELOPMENT as a possible sports venue, as well as shackling the SOCIETIES
ability to earn income by using the venue for large-scale public events. They enlisted the help
of local Members of Parliament, Lockwood Smith and Dail Jones. Taking Cornwall Park as
their model, they promoted a Private Member’s Bill that would establish the right of the
Kumeu showgrounds to be used for the wide range of uses it always had been and also
ensure that it could not be subdivided and sold at a future date.

1991 The Act was passed and was called a landmark for all New Zealand A & P
Societies who had been restricted to renting their properties or buildings for short terms only.
The Show Society is still run almost entirely by volunteers and has continued to develop each
year

2002 –the Show was expanded to two days for the first time.

Even with this parliamentary act in place the showgrounds has had to defend the grounds
from acquisition via the New Auckland City Unitary Plan. “In spite of these changes, the
Kumeu River Valley is still essentially a rural district, and there are places where it is
surprisingly easy to imagine its past. In late summer, make the trip to the Kumeu Show. View

the horse riding, the wood-chopping, the sheep and cattle, the giant pumpkin, the
photography, and home industries displays. Wander around the stalls, side-shows, and rides.
Then, walk away from the crowds to the high ground past the blacksmith’s tent and look
northwards up the hazy valley. Looking into the sunshine, the trees and low hills in the
distance define the boundaries of the valley. In the heat of the afternoon, it is suddenly easy
to see it as the district’s children might have 75 summers ago. Surrounded by hills and the
summer shriek of cicadas, the valley was isolated enough for a child to believe it was all
there was. It was a world with creeks to fish in, bush and paddocks to explore and, one day a
year, the excitement of Show day”

The district should forever be grateful to the Show Presidents of the past whose commitment
and dedication has preserved the showground property for the Kumeu District, for their
generation, the present generation, and future generations to come.

CHOOSE YOUR
SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS

EVENT PRIZE MONEY SPONSORSHIPS
National Shearing Competition
Prize Monies for the Open Section - $3400 + GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Announcer at the show, signage space on the Shearing stage.
• 1 Free Trade Space (does not include Food).
• 4 Lunch invitations for Saturday in the VIP area.
• 30 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show

Prize Money for the Senior Section - $1450 + GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Announcer at the show, signage space on the Shearing stage
• 2 Lunch invitation for Saturday in the VIP area.
• 10 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

EVENT PRIZE MONEY SPONSORSHIPS
National Shearing Competition
Prize Monies for the Intermediate Section - $970 + GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Announcer at the show, signage space on the Shearing stage.
• 10 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

Prize Money for the Junior Section - $840 + GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Announcer at the show, signage space on the Shearing stage.
• 8 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

EVENT PRIZE MONEY SPONSORSHIPS
National Shearing Competition
Prize Monies for the Veteran’s Section - $400 + GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Announcer at the show, signage space on the Shearing stage.
• 2 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

EVENT PRIZE MONEY SPONSORSHIPS
Equestrian Event
Primary Sponsorship $10,000.00 plus GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Announcer at the show, Equestrian catalogue, signage space on the
Equestrian Building.
• 2 Free Trade Spaces (does not include Food).
• 6 Lunch invitations for Saturday in the VIP area.
• 100 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

Individual Class Sponsorship $1,000 plus GST per class
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Equestrian catalogue, Announcer at the show, signage space on the
Equestrian Building.
• 2 Lunch invitations for Saturday in the VIP area.
• 10 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

EVENT PRIZE MONEY SPONSORSHIPS
Goats Prize Money
$1,000 plus GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Announcer at the show, Dairy Goat catalogue, signage space in the
Goat Shed.
• 2 Lunch invitations for Saturday in the VIP area.
• 10 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

$200 plus GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – Dairy Goat catalogue.
• 4 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORSHIPS
Entertainment Stage
Primary Sponsorship $10,000 plus GST
Entitles you to:
• Stage Naming rights.
• 2 Free Trade Spaces next to the Stage Area.
• 6 Lunch invitations for Saturday in the VIP area.
• 100 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

Co- Sponsor $5,000 plus GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – signage space on the Stage.
• 4 Lunch invitation for Saturday in the VIP area.
• 50 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORSHIPS
Animal Zone
$500 plus GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – in the Animal Farm Shed.
• 5 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

$200 plus GST
Entitles you to:
• Advertising – in the Animal Farm Shed.
• 2 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORSHIPS
FMX Display
$5000 plus GST
Entitles you to:
• FMX Display Naming Rights.
• 2 Free Trade Spaces.
• 4 Lunch invitations for Sunday in the VIP area.
• 50 Complimentary Entry Tickets to the Kumeu Show.

